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History lecturer to address 
To open Its 1985 gener-1 have commented on the im

el meeting program, the proved display. 
Wegge end District His- New display cases recent
torical Society has invited ly installed , enhance the 
Mr. Don Boedle, • history presentation of many of the 
lecturer at the Riverine interesting items. A collec
College of Advanced tion of clocks has been res
Education, to be guest tored to working order. 
speaker. The Curator, Mr. Colin 

He will speak on 'The ~rlin, other m_embers and 
. fnends work ttrelessly on 

History oft he Euberta Hall , l conservation and restora-
1924-1984'. . . tion particularly in the out 

Mr. Boadle bves m the door area where there is 
Eube_rta area and has been much farm machinery in the 
~ng out research relat- need of repair. 
mg to. land settlement pat- More help is needed . 
terns m the area. Anyone willing to help for 

There have been many an hour or two is welcome 
changes of land ownership I to attend the next working
in the past 50 or 60 years. . bee which will be held on 

..__ ________ __.,) Saturday, February 23 be-
Some landowners have en- tween 9 am and 5 pm. 
larged their holdings by pur- There is much work. to be 
chasing adjoining land. done in preparation for the 

The meeting will be held annual fete to be held on 
at the Education Centre, Saturday, April 20, in the 
102 Peter Street on Mon- closing stages of 'Heritage 
day, February 18 at 8 pm Week'. 
visitors are welcome. The fete which celebrates 

* * * the 18th birthday of the 
Visitors to the Museum Museum, is the major fund-

1......------- - - -J raising effort for the year. 
The Society hopes the 

community will support this 
function as it has in the past. 

Mr. Keith Swan, honor
ary secretary of the society 
will retire from that position 
at the end of February. 

He has held executive 
positions for the past 22 
years either as president, 
vice-president or honorary 
~Prretarv. 

He was the foundation 
president in 1962. _ . 

The society records tts 
gratitude to Mr. Swan for 
his many years of servtce 
and for his contribution to 
the preservation of the his
tory of Wagga and sur-
rounding district_. . 

Mr. Edwin Retd-Smtth, a 
member of the board of 
directors , will take over the 
position as from March 12, 
1985. He may be contacted 
on phone: 214759. 

It is pleasing to know t~at 
a native of Wagga was m
cluded in the Australia Day 
Honours. Mr. Bill Purtell , a 
partner in an Albury firm of 
architects, was born at Wag
ga and educated _at _St. 
Mi cha el's Chrtst tan 
Brothers School. 

He is descended from one 
of the district's early set
tlers, being a great grandson 
of John Purtell who took up 
land, 'Mountain Creek', at 

society 
Germanton (Holbrook). 

Perhaps it is not generally 
known that more than 70 
years ago Wagga had a skat
ing rink. 

The 'Sydney Mail' of Au
gust 10, 1910, reported: 
"The Wagga Skating Olym
pia" a well-appointed rink, 
under the proprietorship of 
Messrs. Collins and Har
pies, was opened on April 8 
last. It is a beautifully con
structed building, artistical
ly decorated, and has a mag
nificent skating surface of 
132 ft long by 60 ft wide, 
which is composed of the 

very highest grade Kauri 
pine. Stnce its inauguration 
over 35,000 people have vi
sited this popular resort ... 
There are three sessions 
daily. High-class music is 
provided by the Wagga 
Citizens' Band, at each 
evening session. also on 
Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons, which greatly 
adds to the enjoyment of 
this pleasant and exhilarat
ing winter pa~time. 

" Numerous attractions 
have already been placed 
before the public in the 
form of three fancy-dress 

REFERENCE IN The Daily Advertis~r on 
Wednesday concerning the "well appo1~ted 
Wagga Skating Olympia" of 1910, led lon~ t1me 
resident Mr. Jack Skeers to recall that_ th_ts w_as 
the site of a new motel now being bUilt m Km
caid Street. between Fitzmaurice Street and 
Trail Street. Mr. Skeers said the Skateway had 
closed down in about 1920, been used for 
dances during World War 11 , but was probably 
better known as a wool store for many years. 

* * * 

carnivals, which have 
drawn crowded audiences 
on each occasion. The rink, 
which may be classed as one 
of the finest in Australia, is 
conducted on the latest 
methods, introduced by the 
popular manager, Professor 
R. W. Martin, who only re
cently arrived from Eng
land. 



BUMLYWILL 
BE TOPIC 

The Wagga and District Historical Socie
ty has invited Mrs Daphne Maslin to be guest 

:---------------------:. speaker at its next 
meeting. 

Mrs Maslin was edu
cated at Sydney Girls' 
High School and has a Di
ploma in Journalism. She 
has lived at Gumly for 27 
years . 
. Her recent booklet, 

"Gumly Gumly, the 1934 
Settlement" was published 
to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the establish
ment of the settlement dur
ing the Great Depression. 
This came about following a 

' ballot for 41 suburban 
blocks in January 1934. 

Mrs Maslin's subject will 
be "The Gumly Gumly Set
tlement, 1934". 

The meeting will be held 
in the Education Centre on 
Monday, April 15 at 8 pm. 
Visitors are welcome. 

During Senior Citizens 
Week a group of 70 made a 
tour of the museum. A dis
play of early photographs 
was mounted for the occa
sion, many of which 
brought back memories for 
those present. Afternoon 
tea was served by society 
members. 

The society learned with 
regret last we::k, of the pas
sing of Mrs Doreen 
Browne. wife of Mr Ray H . 
Browne of " Myall"' , 
Urangeline. 

Long time members. Mr 
Jnd Mrs Browne have sup
ported the society well over 
the }ears. They have made 

J. B. Edney and Son's blacksmith shop, which was situated in Edward Street. 

avai lable their property 
(which bas been in the 
Browne family since 1868), 
for excursions and fund
raising efforts. The society 
expresses sympathy to Mr 
Browne and relatives. 

Recently Miss Maggie 
Deahm from the Cultural 
Grants Division of the Pre
mier's Department visited 
the museum. She offered 
congratulations on the im
provement made to the 
over-all display since her 
visit last year. 

Visitors who have not 
seen the new display will 
have an opportunity to do 
so on Saturday afternoon, 
April 20 when the 18th 
birthday of the museum will 
be celebrated with a fete. 

One of the latest achieve-

The photo dates to 1881. 

ments of a dedicated band 
of workers, is the comple
tion of the blacksmith shop. 
It is now fully equipped and 
hopefully will be in opera
tion on special occasions. 

A replica of the above 
photo of J. B. Edney and 
Son's blacksmith shop and 
shoeing forge which was 
situated in Edward Street, is 
mounted above the entr
ance. 

The centre figure in the 
photo is James Welsh 
Edney who arrived in Syd
ney in 1859 and walked with 
his family to Wagga. 

Attractions at the fete in
clude early farm machinery 
in operation, including a 
1920 Leyland truck and a 
bull-dog tractor. 

Demonstrations which 
are sure to be of interest will 

be rope-making, wolfram 
crushing, cake decorating, 
damper making, leather 
work, spinning, enamelling 
and printing. 

For those who are tracing 
family history or would like 
to do so, a display will be 
mounted by the Wagga 
Family History Society. In
formation on how to begin 
this fascinating hobby will 
be available. 

Pony rides, home-made 
cakes and second-hand 
books are further attrac
tions. 

All this to the strains of 
the Wagga Accordion 
Band. Afternoon tea will be 
available. 

The society needs com
munity support so go along, 
take a look into the past and 
help the cause of history. 
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By " BIDGEE WHALER" 
The Wagga Wagga and District Historical Society has invited 

well-known historian, Dr. David Denholm to address its next meeting. 
Early in his career and prior to his taking up fuU-time academic 

studies in 1964, Dr. Denholm, under the nom de plume of David Forrest, 
wrote two novels, 'The Last Blue Sky' (1959) and 'The HoUow Wood Heap' 
(1962). The former won for him the first Dame Mary Gilmore Award for 
Australian Literature. 

Seven years of research ' Lockhart Central School, 
culminated in the publica- acco mp a ni ed by fo u r 
tion, in 1976, of 'The Colo- adults, were shown through 
nial Australians' for which the museum . 
he received 'Book of the The society hopes that 
Year' award , for the best when the second term com
piece of sustained writing mences more schools will 
on an Australian theme. take advantage, fo r stu-

Historian Professor Man- dents, o f this added learning 
niog Clark had this to say: experience in local history. 
"A most remarkable book, A member of the Wagga 
e n te rta in ing and illumi- Wagga dist rict 's pioneer 
nating. Angel family passed away 

"David Denholm's vision rece ntl y. M r. C lifford 
of Australia helps to explain Angel was the younger son 
why we are what we are." of the late Samue l Angel 

Dr. Denholm , who is Junior and Rose (nee Mah
senior lecturer in history at er) A ngel. Th e society 
the Riverina Murray lnsti- o ffers sy mpa th y to his 
tute of Higher Education, widow Joyce, a member of 
has chosen as his topic 'An t he society who regularly 
Historian Loose in the Arc- un dertakes voluntary 
hives'. museum duty. 

Tbe meeting wiD be held Mr. Allan [ves, archivist 
at the Education Centre on of the Riverina Murray In
Monday, May 20, at 8 pm. stitute, who is also a society 
Visitors are welcome. member , is to be com-

The annual fete held re- mended for arranging pub
cently at the Museum was lication of a reprint of W. J. 
an outstanding succe s both Garland's 'The History of 
in terms of numbers present Wagga Wagga· which was 
and financial returns. first publised in 1913. 

The society is grateful to Mr. William Garland was 
all who assisted in various the first headmaster of the 
ways. Although the fete is first Wagga High School 
over, the work of restora- which was established in 
tion continues. A working 1912, in the premises of the 
bee will be held on Satur- already existing school in 
day, May 25, between 9 am Gurwood Street. The high 
and 5 pm. Assistance would school in Coleman Street 
be welcomed. was not opened until 1917. 

Visitors to the museum Dr. Percaval Cole, who 
during April numbered 185 was a vice-principal of the 
adults and 50 children. In Sydney Teachers' College 
addition , 40 pupils from and lecturer in education 

during the period 1910-
1944, wrote in the introduc
tion to the otiginal edition 
that "The care, thorough
ness, judgeme nt a nd insight 
of the author will be duly 
apprecia ted by lovers of 
Wagga Wagga in particular 
and history-reading public 
in general." 

There has been a demand 
for the reprint and only a 
few copies are remaining. 

In the above photograph 
(looking south in Fit z
maurice Street) taken dur
ing the 1922 flood , the 
Squatters Hotel is visible 
with the proprietor's name, 
C. McFadden above it. 

The hotel existed for only 
a short while after that date . 
It was demolished and the 
Grand Hotel was built on 
the site within a few years. It 
too, has s ince been de
molished. 

Wagga Wagga 60 years ago in flood time. The former Squatters Hotel 
is visible on the right. 
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Society members to visit 
college archives 

There will be a change in the format of the next 
meeting of the Wagga and District Historical Society. 

For this month the 
usual meeti ng with 
guest speaker will be re
placed by a visit to the 
archives of the 
Riverina-Murray Insti
tute of Higher Educa
tion at its South 
Campus. 

Members will have the 
oppo r tuni t y to see t he 
archival collection of the in
s ti t ute a nd t hat of t he 
sociaty. 

A rchivist Mr Alan Ives, 
who is also a society mem
ber, will conduct the inspec
tion tour. 

Members will meet there 
on Monday, June 17 at 8 
pm. 

A working bee will be 
held at t he museum on 
Saturday, June 22 at 9 am 
when attention will be cen
tred on work which needs to 
be done on the Yallowin 
Hut. Phone 252934 or 
223970 if you are able to 
help. 

A display of museum 

items will be mounted by 
the society in the annual ex
hibition of the Association 
of Riverina Cultural Clubs 
(ARCC) to be held in the 
City Gallery from June 19-
30. 

Visitors to the museum 
during May numbered 105 
adults a nd 141 child re n 
which included 73 pupils 
and six adults from Bishop 
Henschke School. 

School visits are encour
aged by the society. All that 
is necessary is to phone 
252934 to arrange a mutual
!y convenient time. 

The accompanying photo 
of a bullock team and wag
gon was taken in the early 
1930s from the verandah of 
94 Coleman Street which 
was then the home of the 
late Mr and Mrs Ossie Pur
tell . 

Following is an extract 
from the "Sydney Mail" of 
August 10, 1910, relating to 
the Pastoral Hotel in Fitz
maurice Street which was 
demolished recently. 

" O riginally built by the 
late Mr Callaghan, the Pas
toral Hotel was always ca
tered for the pastoral and 
agricultura l interests and 
the object has been admir
ably achieved by the suc
ceeding proprietors up to 
the present licensee, Mr 
John Byrnes, who purch
ased the goodwill and lease 
from Mr Eugene McLaugh
lin (now of the Angel Hotel, 
Sydney) about 18 months 
ago. , 

"Subsequently, however, 
Mr Byrnes acquired the 
freehold of the entire pre
mises. 

" The Pastora l is the 
popular rendezvous of gra
ziers and townspeople, and 
the 'bone and sinew' of the 
country may a lways be 
found there. 

" It is centrally situated. 
"The appointments are , 

generally, of a modern char
acter, and both in the bar 
and dining-room only the 
best liquors and viands are 
dispensed. 

"Ample yard space is 
avai lable, and special atten
t ion is given to stabling 
accommodation. T here are 
nume rous rows of horse
stalls, a number of neat 
stockyards and loose boxes, 
and an enormous shed for 
t he housing of buggies , 
motor cars and other vehi
cles. 

" Owing to the rapid prog
ress of the town and increas
ing population, Mr Byrnes 
finds it necessary to add 
considerably to the present 
buildings and he now has in 
readiness plans for the early 
commencement of the 
work. 

"Everything in connec
tion therewith will be car
ried out on the most modern 
lines. 

"A resident of Wagga for 
the past 30 years, the prop
rietor has a large fund of in
formation ready on district 
matters. 

"He made his first success 
in the town as a master 
butcher, and was subse
quently engaged as a stock 
dealer in a large way, but 
the latest enterprise is the 
biggest he has ever essayed. 

"He has gained wide 
popularity amongst his 
clients and friends as a busi
ness man of integrity. 

"The travelling public, 
especially land-seekers 
from Victoria, have always 
given great support to the 
Pastoral Hotel, one of the 
leading houses in Wagga." 
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By "Bidge~~::..._ 
~ 

Whaler" · 

At the next meeting of the Wagga and 
District Historical Society Mrs Ruth Lewis 
will be guest speaker. 

Mrs Lewis is a committee member of the Wagga Fami
ly Historical Society and is co-ordinator of its Cemetery 
Research Program. 

Information from the Wagga cemeteries has been 
recorded as well as that from many others in the surround
ing areas. 

Enthusiastic groups of members have painstakingly 
visited every grave, recording every inscription and every 
detail. The scope of the program has widened with the use 
of a computer. 

The society is now responsible for recording all the 
relevant data in the southern parts of the State. 

The subject of the talk will be "The Cemetery Re
search Program". Mrs Lewis, who is also a member of the 
host society, will relate how the research was begun , what 
problems confronted the researchers and how they coped 
with them. 

The meeting will be held at the Education Centre, 
102 Peter Street, at 8 pm on Monday, August 19. Visitors 
welcome. 

Work of preservation and conservation continues to 
be carried out at the Museum, by the curator and a band of 
dedicated members. 

A working bee will be held on Saturday, August 24. 
Some new faces and willing hands would be welcome. It is 
not necessary to be a member in order to attend. 

Any person with an hour or two to spare and an 
interest in the preservation of the past, is invited to do so 
between the hours of 9 am and 5 pm. 

A glimpse 
A glimpse into the nineteenth century never fails to 

create interest. The society's display in the annual exhibi
tion conducted recently by the Association of Riverina 
Cultural Clubs did just that. 

Ten days ago the museum curator, Colin Carlin 
attended a conference of the Museums' Association of 
Australia (New South Wales Branch) held in Sydney, the 
theme of which was "Museums on the Move". 

The president, Mr Perry Howard stressed the need 
for the organisation to give more assistance to country 
members. He reported that a gift of $30,000 from the Real 
Estate Institute had enabled a mobile conservation van to 
be acquired. 

The role of the Museums was discussed , also the 
subject of social history and how the community may be 
involved. 

Descendants of two well-known pioneer families pas
sed away in recent weeks: Mrs Josephine Sheahan , aged 
96 years, and Mr R. L. (Lach) Horsley, aged 90 years. 

Mrs Sheahan was the last of the sixteen children of 
Daniel Maher who came to Australia in 1857 and who, in 
1867, purchased "Mount Pleasant". 

AU the children were born in Wagga, eleven of them 
at "Mount Pleasant" which now embraces "The Haven" 
and Mount Austin Primary School. 

By a strange quirk in history the school took its name 
from the opposite property once owned by Austin Don
nelly. The "Mount Pleasant" brick homestead, built at the 
tum of the century {the first being a timber one) was 
demolished in recent years but the name lives on in "Mah
er Oval". 

Mr Lach Horsley, widely known and respected in the 
Wagga, Tumblong, Gundagai and Adelong districts, was 
a grandson of Richard Frederick Horsley, the first of the 
family to occupy "Yabtree" (in 1862). 

Twenty years ago Mr Lach Horsley and Mrs Horsley 
retired to Wagga. Their son Fred carries on the family 
tradition at " Yabtree". 
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Guest speaker at the next meeting of the 
Wagga Wagga and District Historical Soci
ety will be Mr. Ron Angel who was born in 
Wagga at Glenvale of which Bourkelands 
now forms a part. 

Situated on the o ld 
Albury Road (now Mango
plait Road) it was the home 
or his grandfather, Samuel 
Angel Senior. 

Altho ugh Mr . Angel 
now lives in Melbourne he 
has la nd int e re s t s in 
Queensland and northern 
New South Wale~. H e is 
the e lde r son of the late 
Samuel Junio r and Rose 
Angel (nee Maher). 

During his school day~ 
he lived at Ronleigh , his 
family's property o n the 
Mangoplah Road , which 
incidenta lly was named af
te r him. 

During World War Two 
he served with the second 
17th Battalion in the Mid
dle East . 

On his return he mar
ried and settled on a prop
e rty in th e D a rlin g 
Downs. Queensland. 

The title of his talk will 
be 'Life of a Pioneer -
H enry Angel, 1790-1881 '. 

Henry Angel , his great 
grandfathe r, was bo rn in 
E ngland and came to Au
stralia in 1818 . .He built up 
substantial land holdings 
in the Wawarra district. 

He was one of the party 
w h ic h acco mp anied 
.Hume and Hovell on their 
1824-25 expedition. 

In 1844, in partnership 
with William Ray he took 
up 32 ,000 a cre s near 
Lang's Crossing (Hay) . 

T he property is now 
known as Uardry. 

In 1864 he retired to 
Wagga, living at Spring
va le . At the time of his 
death he owned much 
land in the town and in 
Lake Albert and sur
rounding areas, as we ll as 
furthe r afield . 

The meeting will be 
held on Monday, October 
28, in the Education Cen
tre at 8 pm . Visitors are 
welco me to attend . 

At the rece nt annual 
meeting the fo ll o wing 
o ffi c e-bearer s were 
elected : President , Ke ith 
L e Li e vre ; vi ce
preside nts, Morris Gissing 
and Sylvia Walsh ; honor
a ry secre tary, Edwa rd 
R e id-Smith ; h o no rary 
treasure r, Michael Sta rr; 
members, Mrs. N. Carlin, 

By "Bidgee~~ 
~~ 

Whaler" · 

Messrs N. Hopwood . G. 
Bamberry , J . Winterbot
tom, R. McDonald , R . 
Pa lmer , and M. McGrath. 

On O c t o b e r 12 t h e 
a nnua l meet ing o f the 
South-West Cha pte r of 
the Museums Association 
was he ld at the Kurrajong 
Complex adjacent to the 
museum. 

It i the first time the 
venue has been Wagga. 

Th e n e wly e lec t ed 
May or . Ald e rman R . 
H a rri s, wa~ pre!.e nt to 
welcome the visitors who 
were entertained to after
noon tea by ~ociety mem
be rs at the museum . 

A working bee will be 
he ld at the museum o n 
November 2 between the 
hours of 9 am and 5 pm. 
No n-me mbers are we l
come. 

Geoff and Sylvia Bam
be rry will open their gar
den for viewing o n Sun
day. Novembe r 3, from 12 
noon until 5 pm . Visitors 
may a rrive early bringing 
a picnic lunch (barbecue 
facilitie~ available ). 

An e nt ry of $1 will aid 
socie ty fund~. 

The la rge garden con-
tains a wtde range of Au
stralia n native trees and 
shrubs as well as colourful 
exotic an nua ls and peren
nials, many o f which will 
be flowering. 

Visito rs may fo llow a 
car leaving the mu eum on 
Willans .Hill at noon , or 
travel 16 kilometres a long 
Coolamo n Road , turning 
right into Downside Road 
jus t pas t Houlaghan 's 
Creek brid2e. 

Henry Angel, 
Pioneer, 1790-1881 

Fo llow Coursi ng P'lrk 
signs for e tght kilome tres. 
The pro perty i ~ on the left
ha nd sid e o f Coursi ng 
Park Road, at the top of 
the hill imm e di a t e ly 
beyond the Coursing Park 
tennis court~. 

If needed fu rther direc
tions mav be obtained by 
phoning 229283. 

The following informa
tion may help to an~wer 
some of the queries which 
have come during recent 
weeks. 

What is a Wagga rug 
and how did the name ori
ginate? 

A Wagga rug consisted 
of two or more wheat o r 
chaff bag~ sewn together 
with bagging twine. It is 
bel ieved that , around the 
turn of the century o r 
perhap even ea rlie r they 
were a common sight in 
the be longings of shed
hands a nd rouseabouts, 
ve ry many of whom, be ing 
of no fixed abode. were 
·on the road ' . 

Th ey fo ll owe d th e 
shearing ~eason . 
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HERITAGE WEEK AND 
THE RESTORING OF 

GUMLY GUMLY 
At the next meeting of the Wagga and 

District Historical Society the guest speaker 
will be Mr James Brill who is now retired. 
Formerly he was with the Department of 
Agriculture where he commenced work in 
1948 as a herd tester in the dairy division at 
Wagga.ln 1952 M r Brill was appointed to the 
position of Pasture-seed Certification Officer, 
the first such appointment in New South 
Wales. 

At that time clover
harvesti ng was just gaining 
momentum . It developed 
into a lucrative industry. 
good quality seed comman
ding a price of one pound 
($2) per pound. 

Mr Brill h as m any 
me mo ries of his experi
ences in the district dunng 
his long association with the 
rural community. The title 
of his talk will be 'The 
Clover-seed Harvesting Era 
and Other Reminiscences·. 
The meeting will be held on 
Monday, April 21 at the 
Education Centre at 8pm. 

An interesting introduc
tion to 'Heritage Week' 
took place last Sunday when 
40 people (members and 
friends) made an e njoyable 
excursion to the historic 
area o f Gumly Gumly 
where th ey visited the 
homestead which is at pre
sent being restored by the 
new owners. Mr and Mrs F. 
J . Bannatyne. 

The Gumly Gumly run 
was one of the many pa~tor
al runs in the colony occu
pied by John Peter who, in 
1837, married the widow of 
th e previous occupant . 
James Bourke. It covered 
an area in excess of 30.000 
acres extending to Grega
doo and Sandy Creek. 

Strangely enough the 
homestead. built by John 
Donnelly , in 1878. wa' 

named ·Gumleigh'- a de
parture from the original 
name. Its function Ill later 
years was to be that of a 
boys ' home . The present 
owner!> have reverted to the 
use o f the name 'Gumly 
Gumly' thus preserving 
tradition. 

A tour of the Gumly 
Gumly rural settleme n-t 
which came into existence 
during the Great Depre!.!.
ion of the 1930s, was fol
lowed by a vi s it to 
' Bra e hour ' which wa s 
formerly part of John Pe
ter's Gumly Gumly run . 

One of the well-known 
owners of 'Braehour' wa~ 
John A lexa nder Gunn, 
MLC, who purchased it five 
yea rs before his death in 
1910. lie wtll be remem
bered for his contribution to 
the discovery of a vaccine 
for the trea tmen t of the 
dreaded anthrax disease in 
livestock. 'Braehour' wa~. 
in later years. the home of 
the late Mr and Mrs George 
Reid and their family. 

The latest Journal of the 
Society (No.7) has just been 
released . II contains fo ur 
articles: In 'Pioneer Henry 
Angel. 1790-1881' written 
by his great-grandson, Ron 
Angel , history is re-lived , 
especially that of the Wagga 
and Hay districts where 
H enry amassed and de
veloped much land. A mus-

ter of his descendants, held 
at Lake Albert during Eas
ter, attracted 250 family 
members. 

' R e mini sce n ces of 
W.P.Biuett' gives the read
er a lucid word-picture of 
life in W agga as seen 
through the eyes of a ten 
year old boy in the 1880s. 
'Winning of Gold at Ade
long' by A .H . Miller , re
cords the efforts made to 
capture the elusive metal 
during the 1930s. 

'On Foxborough Hill ' by 
Sylvia Walsh the history of 
Calvary Hospital, Wagga is 
traced from the time of its 
establishment in 1926 to the 
present time. This history i~ 
timely as 1986 marks the di
amond jubilee o[its founda
tion in 'Foxborough Hall'. 

Despite unpleasant 
weather conditions a suc
cessful annual fete was he ld 
at the Museum last week. 
Thanks are due to all who 
helped including The Daily 
Advertiser and other 
media. The work of mainte
nance and restoration still 
continues and so there will 
be a working bee on Satur
day. April 26 between 9am 
and Spm. 

Visitors are welcome to 
attend Monday night 's 
meeting. 
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Picnic interest recalls 

Mr Telacon lloyd, the owner of 'Intuition', winner 
of the first Wagga Wagga Amateur Picnic Race 

Cup. 

Race fever is in 
the air again as 
the Picnic Race 
Club approaches 
its 80th 
anniversary. 

It was founded in 1906 
and the meeting was then 
very much a picnic day 
when far-distant residents 
travelled many _ miles 
(without the benefit of 
motor transport) to enjoy 
a social outing, meeting 
-old friends . in some cases 
for the first time in a year. 

The winner of the first 
Wagga Wagga Amateur 
Picnic Race Cup was 'l n
tution ' owned by this wri-

Silver tea and coffee service, the trophy for the first Wagga Wagga Amateur 
Picnic Race Cup, won in 1906 by ' Intuition' which was owned by Mr Telacon 

lloyd. The following year it won the Ladies Bracelet. 

first Cup run 80 
years ago 

ter's father. the late Tela
con Lloyd. 

' Intuition· was trained 
and ridden by Frank 
McAlister. ln the follow
ing year Telacon Lloyd 
won the Ladies Braceler 
with ' In tuition· and the 
same rider-trainer. 

* * * 
Mrs Vera Palmer. a 

grand-daug hter of Mr 
Henry Baylis, called in at 
the Museum recently. 

Henry Baylis was Wag
ga Wagga 's first Police 
Magistrate (appointed in 
1858). 

In 1863 while on his way 
to Urana he encountered 
Dan Morgan, the noto
rious bushranger, who 
fired on him, wounding 
him in the shoulder. 
Baylis lived for several 
years following the inci
dent. 

On his watch-chain he 
wore the bullet encased in 
a gold filigree locket. The 
bullet is in the museum, 
but the locket disappeared 
several years ago. 

* * * A working bee will be 
held on Saturday, May 24, 
between 9am-5pm. 

* * * Some 23 pupils from 
second class at Tatton 
school, accompanied by 
five adults vis ited the 
museum recently. 

Wollundry Rotary Club 

By 'Bidgee 
Whaler' 

has donated $100 to assist 
with lighting extensions in 
No. I Exhibition Hal l. 
This donation. resulting 
from the club's efforts at 
the regular Sunday mar
kets, together with $100 
donated by Centra l Lions 
Club some months ago. 
will assist in protecting 
fragile clothing exhibits 
[rom harsh light. 

Mrs Leggo of Uran
quinty who had already 
donated a Lanz Bulldog 
Tractor belonging to her 
late husband. plus a che
que for $100 towards res
toration costs, has added a 
further $100 to that 
amount. 

A plaque relating to the 
foundation stone of the 
school wing which was 
added to the first Saint 
Michael's Catho l ic 
Church in 1875, has been 
donated by Mrs Sylv1a 
Walsh. 

The society records 
with regret the recent pas
sing of Mrs Mabel Isobel 
Vickery of 'Talofa ·, Hare
field, a daughter of well
known district pioneer, 
the late Robert J. Dunn, 
of 'Kurrajong'. Mrs Vick
ery was a life-member of 
the society. 

Another member of a 

pioneer family, Mrs 
Violet Nixon. passed 
away last week at the age 
of 100 years. Her late hus
band. Bartle Nixon was a 
descendant of the Nixon 
family. the first occupiers 
of Gregadoo Station 
(1844). The deceased's 
son, Arthur, is an active 
member and a past
president of the sociery. 
Members extend sym
pathy to both families. 

* * * 
At the nexr general 

meeting of the Wagga 
Wagga and District His
tor ical Society, Mrs 
Gladys Rapley of ' Hill
view·, Downside, will be 
guest speaker. The infor
mal talk wiU be on the his
tory of the Rapley family. 

Originally the family 
came from the Horsham 
area of Sussex, England. 
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'Memories of 1925 
come flooding back' 
Flood time is with us 

ag_ain bringing untold Bolton Park 
m1sery, hardship and Joss 
of sto~k and property. resembled a 
Memor1es of the 1925 
flood remain vividly vast lake 
etched on the mind. 

With no levee bank for 
protection from the waters 
of the Murrumbidgee, it 
went on a rampage of de
struction. 

Supplies of household 
corks were scarce in the 
stores as residents hastened 
to block up ventilators in 
their homes. 

Shopkeepers worked fev
erishly, bricking up their 
shop fronts and placing 
sandbags in position in 
readiness to withstand the 
rising waters. 

Bolton Park, mostly un
cleared bush at that time, 
resembled a vast lake. 

Sightseers in small boats 
paddled their craft along 
Morgan Street, ncar· the 
present City Baths, over the 
tops of the post and rail 
boundary fence, already 
completely submerged. 

On the opposite side of 
the street a row of identical, 
weatherboard homes 
covered by feet of water 
their outhouses, in some in: 
stances, floating nearby. 

From a child's point of 
view there was a sense of 
excitement in the air and yet 
a silent eerieness, difficult 
to describe, prevailed as· 
well. 

By a!J accounts the flood 
of April 1870, when the 
river reached a height of 35 
feet, was a disastrous one. 
No prior warning of the pos
sible magnitude of the flood 
was available. 

Communication was 
limited and Gundagai had 
already been cut off. 

The "Wagga Wagga Ad
vertiser" reported the bar-

rowing experiences of re
scued town folk: families 
spending the night in a tree 
or on the roofs of their 
homes, awaiting rescue. 

Heroic deeds were re
called. When it was realised 
that Mrs Larges who con
ducted a Young Ladies 
Co!Jege or seminary as it 
was named, had remained 
in her house in JGncaid 
Street with her charges, Mr 
Louis Windeycr, who with 
hundreds of others was tak
ing shelter in the Australian 
Hotel, volunteered to en
deavour to rescue them. 

He entered the stream, 
risking his life to do so and 
swam to JGncaid Street only 
to find the occupants com
fortable, seated in front of a 
roaring fire in an upstairs 
room while the water had 
reached a level of three feet 
below stairs. They declined 
"rescue". 

- By Bidgee Whaler 

Tite swollen Murrumbidgee. in 1925, went on a rampage of 
destruction with the main street in Wagga under water. 
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Cultured and compassionate Day family leaves many fine memories 
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