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From these 
beginnings 

Pictured: One of the earliest representatives of the town 
of Wagga, probably from a water colour, a medium in 
which many of the educated first settlers excelled. 

• 

early 
• • 

4111 
The Wagga Wagga and District Historical Society will hold an exhibition in 

the City Council Gallery from October 27,- November 6. Items from die Museum 
collection with the early history of the district will be on display. 

The Museum on Willan's Hill continues to attract 
visitors from far and wide. It is well worth a visit by local 
residents as well as travellers. During the coming school 
vacation the Museum will be open each afternooh from 2 -
5.00 p.m. with the exception of Fridays. 

Several members have expressed the wish that general 
meetings be held in a central place in the city. The manage-
ment has given considerable thought to the suggestion and By "BIDGEE 
kas endeavoured to make arrangements suitable to these 
needs. Consequently, the next meeting will be held at the WHALER" 
Wagga Wagga Education Centre, 102 Peter Street, which 
is located almost opposite Legacy House. 

The guest speakers for the evening will be Mr. Selwyn 
Rawlings, Wagga's Town-Planner. The subject of Mr. 
Rawlings talk will be Town-Planning in Wagga Wagga. An 
interesting night is assured. Any persons wishing to hear 
the address are invited to attend. The meeting will be held 
Monda~ 18, August. 
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BY "B IOO EE iJIALER" 

The guest p ker t the next meetin8 of the ~agga Wa gea and 

District Historical Sooi ty ill be ar Grahame Daniels who is in charso 

of t he merchandising department of Elder&Smith Goldsborough Mort Ltd ., 

atoa • a gga branoh . Mr Daniels is interested in the restoration ot old 

shearing hand-pi c s and bas a sizable c6llection. His subject ill be 

"SHEARING TECRNOLCGY FPO! THE TIME OF J"OHN Mo UrTIL THE PRES rr DAY~ 

The meeting will be held nt t he Education Centre , I 02 Petor Street at 

e . p . m. on Mond~ I7 Blptember. Visitors are welcome . 

An invitation has come from Albury and District Historica l Societ,y 

to nttend the unveiling of a plaque in Hovell Park on Friday I4 dovember 

at I .\30 p . m • • Tbe plaqu will honour Hume and Hovell and the men who 

ere wi tb them on their expedition. One of t 1\ese men, Henry Angel is 

reputed t o be t he first white man to swim the Murr~ River which was 

originally named t he Hume River. The nge,t family will be well representld 

at t he ceremo~ by descendants from r estern Victoria , elbour na and 

\ a Bga a ega as ell as from f urther afield . 11 descendants a re invited 

to attend t his historic occasion. 

The prop rty "Sw.nyside" on biob t his lri ter no lives was selected 

by Henry Angel when be came from "Uardry '' i n tbe Carrathool and Hay 

districts in the mid I860 ' s . His son lived there befor4 retiring to a gga . 

His home which was of slab construction succumbed to the ravagel of time 

about I5 years ago. 

Society members wil l make an excursion to the Lockhart Museum and to 

Galore Hill which is resplendent wit h wild flowers a t present . Anyone 

i n t erested in joining t he excur sion ~~~-· 
" 

brian
Typewritten Text
possibly September or October 1975 (published version yet to be located)Keywords: Grahame Daniels, Eldersmith Goldsborough Mort, Angel family, "Sunnyside", "Uardy", Historical Society
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1s ory co erence 
to open at Nth. 

Campus 
By "BIDGEE WHALER" 

The conference of Riverina Regional 
Historical Societies arranged by tbe Wagga 
Wagga 8Dd District Historical Society wiU be 
opened by the Principal of the Riverina College 
Advanced Education, Dr. C. Blake, at the North 
Campus of the college at 9.30 a.m. Saturday, 
November 15. 

The conference is being evening will be a finale to 
convened by Mr. K. Swan . the regional conference. It 
It is expected that 60 is hoped that some, if not 
delegates from 15 societies all delegates can be 
will attend. Speakers will present. Anyone 
include Mr. Harry Harper, interested is welcome to 
secretary of the Royal attend. 
Australian Historic a I rr;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;-;;;;~ 
Society; Mr. H. Gibbney of 
the Australian National 
University, Canberra ; Mr. 
A. Cameron, Glenn Innes; 
Messrs. A. Cutting, E . 
Reid-Smith, D. Hartridge, 
K. Swan, and Mrs. Swan, 
Riverina College of 
Advanced Education. 

A working bee will be 
held at the museum on 
Sudoday. December 7, at 2 
p.m., to put the finishing 
touches to the Y allow in 
Hutwhich. it is hoped, will 
be opened on Australia 
Day weekend. 

The society was 
saddened to hear of hte 
death recently of one of its 
life members, Mr. Geoff 
McGrath, of The Rock. 

Mr. McGrath was an 
ardent worker for the 
society. He recorded and 
arranged with great care 
at the museum, the 
collection of early bottles. 
Another member, Mr. A. 
Loch. suffered the sudden 
loss of his wife last week. 
To the family of Mr. 
McGrath and to Mr. Loch 
and his daughter, society 
members offer their 
sympathy. 

The usual monthl~ 
meeting of the society will 
be replaced by an evening 
entertainment to be held at 
the C.W.A. Rooms, 
Saturday. November 15, at 

8 p.m . Mr. Edgar Penzig, 
folk-lorist from Sydney 
will speak on .. Austr 
Wild Colonial Boys." 
wife. Megan, will 
Australian folk-songs. 
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. d 
.ms 

...-'eter 
.stown, 

cted to 
~spital for 

1th shock, 
... minor in-

6ai police believe 
..:cident, which 

.ned at 10.50 p.m., 
have been caused 

Flannery lost control 
vehicle after over
a semitrailer and 
into gravel on the 

the road. 

f 
g 

the 
Je to 

ng of 

: "I hav1 
o be alert 
situation 

primary 

n told of my 
discussions 

from which a 
of hardship 

.1ave used their 
Jlances or credit 
the drought and 

ously doubt their 
. o survive another 
feeding program 

a late 'break' in the 
n occur." 

l r. Schipp said: "I have 
,lained to the Premier 

JW the locusts have 
avaged the green summer 

5rasses which normally 
would be expected to carry 
stock well into the autumn . 

"There will be a lot of 
prayers for early rain. In 
the meantime, I hope the 
warning I have given the 
N.S.W. Government will 
he heeded . 

"We don't want a repeat 
of the procrastination 
which occurred when help 
was sought during last 
year's drought. 

"In these situations, ear
ly action saves a lot of 
heartache and suffering," 
Mr. Schipp said. 

SOCIETY TO 
PLAI FOR 

BIG DAY 
By "BIDGEE WHALER" 

The Wagga and District Historical Socie
ty will hold a special general meeting on Mon
day to make arrangements for its celebration 
of Australia Day. 

Venue of the meeting family of Mrs. McPherson 
will be the Education Cen- who passed away last 
tre, Peter Street, The week. Mrs. McPherson 
meeting will start at 7.30. had been a very active 

On Monday, January 31 member of the society 
the Museum on Willians since its formation . 
Hill will be open from Recently a number of 
10.30 a.m. till .5.30. In interesting items belonging 
keeping with the spirit of to the Edney family were 
the day, billy tea and given to the society. They 
damper will be served by included bibles, magazines, 
women in appropriate newspapers and numerous 
costume. Donations of photographs. 
damper would be ap- Among the Edne y 
preciated. c o II e c t i o n , i s t h e 

A st~rt has been made photograph (below left) 
on cataloguing of items in taken on the steps of the 
the museum. It is a big task Council Chambers in 
that has been made possi- 1928. Included in the pic
ble by a Government ture are the then Mayor, 
grant. Alderman W. F. Day, 

Mrs. A. Seccombe who Alderman E. E. Collins; 
will be leaving shortly to members of the council 
make her home in Sydney. staff: J. Haynes, D. Ber
Mrs. Seccombe, a founda- tram, N. Grinton, N . 
tion member, has worked Edney, H . Chaston, 
untiringly for the Historical Engineer, R. Em bien, 
Society in many ways as Town Clerk, D. Lewis, 
did her late husband, Mr. Health Inspector, R. Nutt; 
Austen Seccombe who R. H. Robinson, "'"'" '"~"'"' 
carried out a great deal of of Water Works 
restoration of museum Williams. 
exhibits. N o d o u b t 

The residents will be 
name the remaining 
If so a phone call 
226178 would be 
preciated in order to 
the records straight. 

TRADE 
TALKS 
*Pagel 

Fukuda's interven 
However, the size of 
ditionaJ imports is exi>ee'tedl 
to depend on the 
of next week's Ol5•cu5.:.1un:>.l 

Fo ur of A 
senior Cabinet 
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The annula dinner 
for members of the 
W agga and District and 
Historical Society and 
their friends, will be 
held at the Riverine 
Club on Moday, March 
21. 

These functions have 
been popular in the past 
and as numbers will be 
limited, members are 
asked to make their 
reservations as soon as 
possible with the 
treasurer. 

A monster fete is 
planned to celebrate the 
I Oth birthday of the 
Museum on Saturday, 
April 23. 

One of the most re
sent acquisitions at the 
museum is an ingenious 
item - an almond 
crusher and sheller, 
made at the Experimen
tal Farm, Wagga's lirst 
such farm which later 
became the Agricultural 
College and now incor
porates the Riverina 
College of Advanced 
Education. 

Some interesting 
experiments were made 
in cropping at the 
Experimental Farm, es
tablished in 1892. 

Records in the 
Mitchell Library tell of 
an unusual venture into 
farming at Lake Albert 
before that time. In 
1871 Mr. George Elliot 
cultivated and sowed 
down four acres of 
lavender. 

From the tlowers he 
distilled a large quantity 
or lavender water. 

The next general 
meeting of the society 
will be held at the 
Education Centre, 102 
Peter ,Str,eet, on Mon
day, a.b 21 at 8 p.m. 

Visitors are welcome. 
Guest speaker will be 

Mr. Noel Raines, who 
will outline the aims and 
activities of the Wagga 
Folk Music Club and 
discuss the Folk 
Festival which is to be 
held later this year. 

Several members of 
the Wagga and District 
Historical Society will 
attend a seminar in 
Canberra on March 5 
and 6. 



 

Published: Daily Advertiser 3 March 1977 
Keywords: Historical Society, Museum, John Minchin, Edward Stapleton Minchin, W Willans, John 
Bennett, Wagga Folk Music Group 

I 

I 

'LINK 
WITH 

WAGGA 
I By "BIDUEE WHALER" 
: At the Wagga and 
1 District Historical 
: Society's annual dinner, 
1 the guest speaker will be 
1 Mr. E. John Minchin, 
: grandson of Edward 
1 Stapleton Minchin, who 
1 was a stock and station 
: agent in W agga for about 
1 25 years, from the mid 
1 I H60's to I H90. 
: The latter came to 
1 Wagga with the intention 
: ot becommg a legal clerk 
f to his brother-in-law, Mr. 

W. Willans, after whom 
Willans Hill is named, he 
did not however, follow 
that calhng. 

Mr. John Minchin will 
be remembered by some 
Wagga residents. He prac
tised as a solicitor here 
during 1930's before 
moving to Sydney where 
he was Deputy Crown 
Solicitor in N.S.W. until 
his reitrement. 

At present he is assisting 
Mr. John Bennett to write 
the History of solicitors in 
N.S.W. 

He is looking lorward to 
meeting old friends. His 
subject will be "Members 
of the Minchin family and 
their connection with early 
Wagga". 

The dinner will be held 
at the Riverine Club on 
March 21 and will replace 
the usual monthly general 
meeting. Members are 
asked to tinalise bookings 
tor themselves and their 
friends as soon as possible, 
as numbers will be limited. 

At the lOth birthday fete 
to be held at the Museum 
on April 23, there will be 
many attractions, including 
cratl demonstrations. The 
Wagga Folk Music Uroup 
will entertain with ap- · 
propriate music. 
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-- ~---- ------ - -- -- - -----

THE MILLING COMPANY IN THE 1890'S 

l 

Museum's 1Oth anniversary 
The Wagga and District 

Historical Society will 
celebrate the I Oth birthday 
of its museum with a fete 
on Saturday, April 23. 

The fete will start at 
1.30 p.m. in the museum 

Attractions include 
demonstrations of 
techniques of modern 
candle-making, leather 
work, china-painting and 
painting of Easter eggs 
which is a tradition of the 
culture of Slovanian peo

r-----:::::::::::::--:1 pie; also there will be 
sheep-shearing; the 
blacksmith shop and prin-
ting pres~ will be in 
operation, and Australian 
ballads will be rendered by 
members of the Folk 
Music Club. 

During the afternoon, 
the Member for Wagga, 
Mr. Joe Schipp, wiU pre
sent to the society, on 

behalf of the Department Work on the enclosing 
of Consumer Affairs, a set of No. 2 Exhibition Hall 
of imperial weights and 
measures. has been completed. 

Afternoon tea will be This work was essential 
served. to protect the exhibits 

The task of keeping the housed there. 
doors of the museum open 
is becoming increasingly 
difficult for the small 
number of members 
available and willing to 
give their time. 

As this is the main fund
raising effort for the year, 
it is hoped that the fete will 
be well-supported. 

It is vital if the history of 
Wagga and district is to be 
kept alive. 

At the next meeting of 
the society, to be held at 
the Education Centre, 102 
Peter Street, on Monday, 
April 18, at 8 p.m., there 
will be a short business 
meeting followed by a 
members' evening, when 
members and friends are 
invited to bring along an 
article of historical interest. 

Visitors are welcome. 

THIS photograph 
of the Murrum
bidgee Co-operative 
Milling Company 
taken in the 1890's, 
was given to the 
W agga Historical 
Society by Mr. W. 
Peadon, estate 
agent of Narrabri. 
His father, J. J. 
Peadon, was one of 
the six directors in 
the photo. The 
others were Messrs. 
R. Cox, G. P. 
Wilson, A. Smith, J. 
D. Norman and R. 
Dunn. 
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SATURDAY MAGAZINE 

.. .... 
--

This photograph was taken during the 1891 flood, looking 
south towards the Rallway Station in Fitzmaurice Street. 
The tower of the Grain and Produce store can be seen on 
the right, on the comer of Kincaid and Fitzmaurice Streets. 

By "Bidgee Whaler" 

WeU-known Wagga resident, Mr. Norman Grinton, will be 
guest speaker at the monthly meeting of the W agga and District 
Historical Society. 

When Mr. Grinton came to Wagga in 1919, he joined the 
staff of the Daily Advertiser; later he became a member of the City 
Council staff and for many years held the position of chief clerk. 

He was foundatton 
secretary of the first 
local historical society 
formed in 1946 when 
Mr. Walter Hardy was 
president. 

The meeting will be 
held at the Education 
Centre at 8 p.m. on 
Monday, May 16. 
Visitors are welcome. 

The Society con
tinues to receive in
teresting items for the 

, museum. An early one
stand shearing machine 
was recently installed 
and in operation at the 
annual fete. 

For demonstration 
purposes the museum's 
two brown sheep were 

From 
the 
past 

divested of their winter 
coats and no doubt 
were not amused. 

The latest acquisi
tion, donated by the 
Department of Public 
Works, is the police 
call-box which formerly 
was situated in Baylis 
Street. 

The numbers of 

volunteers available for 
staffing the museum are 
small. Opening hours 
until more helpers are 
found will be: 2 till 5 
p.m., weekends, public 
holidays and school 
vacations. 

Museum exhibits, in
cluding early photo
graphs, will be on dis
play at the City Council 
Art Gallery from June I 
to 14. 

The first excursion 
for the year will take 
place on Sunday, June 
5, when members and 
their friends will visit 
the areas of M undarlo, 
Tarcutta and Wanta
badgery. 
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Old- timers night 

Photo of members of the Amalgamated Farmers' Union of New South Wales on 
the occasion of a "Conference to Amalgamate" held at the Town Hall, Wagga on . 
October 8 and 9 1890. President, J. J. Peadon (centre second row); treasurer, J.D. 
Norman (standing far right); secretary, J. T. Williamson (standing far bft), all of 

Wagga. 

1890farmers'meeting 
By "BIDGEE WHALER" 

Members of the Wagga and District Historical Society and 
their friends made an interesting excursion to Mundarlo and Wan
tabadgery recently. 

At Wantabadgery Station they 
were shown over the homestead by the 
owners, Mr. and Mrs. Murdoch. A 
visit was made also to the property of 
Mr. Scobie. 

Work of restoration of items at the 
museum progresses slowly due to lack 
of helpers. The society would be glad 
to hear from anyone prepared to assist 
members in this work. 

There is a sense of achievement in 
having helped to restore things from 
the past so that the history of the area 
can be preserved for the coming 
generations. Contact can be made 
through the honorary secretary, Mr. 
R. L. Palmer or Mr. Arthur Nixon. 

The blacksmith shop which is in 
operation on special occasions, is 
complete except for one important 
item - an anvil. The society appeals to 
anyone owning an anvil for which 
they have no further use, to consider 
giving it to the museum. The donor's 
name will be recorded thereon. 

The death of Mr. Russell Inglis was 
a loss to the society. Mr. Inglis had a 
great knowledge of early Wagga 
history and was always willing to pass 
it on to anyone seeking it. Sincere 
sympathy is olTered to Mrs. Inglis and 
her family. . • . . 

Since the formation of the soctety m 
1962 it has been the custom to u.-:ite 
"old-timers" or residents whose 
families were asseciated with early 
W agga, to speak at general meetings 
and many of these talks were put on 
tape. 

These are now valuable records and 
one such tape will be heard at the next 
meeting. The speakers were Harry 
Carpenter, member of a well-known 
family; Paddy Roohan who worked 
on Borambola Station and Keith Cox 
of Livingstone Gully, all of whom are 
now deceased. 

The ~eting will be held at the 
Education Centre, 102 Peter Street at 
8 p.m. on Monday June 20. Visitors 
are invited to attend. 
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First Australian car may have 
• Taken at Hedley's 
Brewery , this photo 
appeared in the Sydney 
Mail in 1910. Mr. Hedley 
is pictured in the light 

coloured suit. 

been built in W---~ 
A letter has come to the Wagga and 

District Historical Society from Mr. W. A. 
Gray in which he states that he is of the opi
nion that the rtrst Australian car could have 
been made in Wagga. 

Built by Peter AllisofT 
and named "The Southern 
Cross", it was exhibited at 
the Wagga Show - the 
year unknown. 

Mr. Gray is seeking help 
from anyone who might 
have information regarding 
it. 

He has a photograph of 
it taken at the Wagga 
Show along with the then 
mayor, the town clerk, the 
president and secretary of 
the show society and 
others. 

It was given to him forty 
years ago by a man who 
was ajled between 60 and 
70 years at the time. 

A phone call to 226178 
wo uld be appreciated 
should anyone have any 
relevant information which 
could be passed on to Mr. 
Gray. 

Speaking of cars. the 
one in the 

photo seems somewhat out 
of place among the horse
drawn vehicles. 

The owner no doubt, 
was one time local brewer, 
H. S. Headley who after 20 
years in Albury. came to 
Wagga in 1902. 

He joined the brewery 
firm of W. S. Eaton, 
married his daughter and 
later bought out the long
established business which 
in later years became that 
of Headley and Mahon. 

The next meeting of the 
Historical Society will be 
held at the Education Cen
tre. I 02 Peter Street at 8 
p.m. on Monday, July 18. 

The guest speaker will 
be Mr. Noel Kleine. 

Mr. Kleine during his 
time as manager of the 
Wagga cemetery, became 
interested in the historv of 
the early settlers who · are 
buried there. 
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FROM OLD 
WAGGA 

By "Bidgee Whaler" 
The Wagga and Historical Society has 

recently acquired a horse bridle which 
belonged to the Mate family. 

It was given to a 
member of the Parramore 
family of Tarcutta by the 
brother-in-law of William 
Mate. 

Thomas Mate brought it 
to Tarcutta when he first 
settled there. It is unusual 
in that it has hand-sewn, 
rolled reins. 

Thomas Mate reached 
the site of Tarcutta in 
1835. He liked the look of · 
the good open country 
with a creek running 
through it so he decided to 
stay. 

He then established 
Umutbee and Toonga 
stations, an area covering 
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~GG ~ \: CG A DIST RIC~ RICT01ICAL SOCIETY 

a t the annual me~ting or tbe a eca an District Hic torical 
Soch.• ty held rect.ntl.y' , ~r .L. ... t bur Nixon r.aD elected Pr .sident . e ti rine 

Pre~ido 1t , l ~rs Sylvla cil ... h , ·ttbo had cerved t \.o ye'lra of a permitted 
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school mu::J t er an acb >o l mistre!.:o s, Mr ..md Mrs McKenn and theil.' five 

children Jl usei bty t~o other roaidents ~ Almost tho entire populatlon 

lUS wip ~ out ~ t be disastrous f l ood or 1852. 

The a ga a 3 Sooioty boins aware of tbe need to preserve and 

res t ore ol~ buildines wbtcb are an 1m?ort ant ~art or ou1 cherished 

be_i ta~e , wosedelieb·tel ~hen on Novc~ber.? t he loc~l branch of the Commercia 

Bankinl Com?Jan.v of Sy dney o ened t t s restor e p1·emises whtch by "renova tion" 

~ some. ye·1rs a go had lost pa t or ts early sna,..acter . Ertc t e in !882 it is 

ll beautiful t wo- storeyv colwnn.ed build ing adorned with cast iron . I t 

atands on an impos i .up; site e t.oon t be Court honde and t h,., PoRt O"fice , bot h 

of whi ch s t ill ret ain t heir oarly gxace and dignity . 

The ... ociety' s MuseUiil on Ba l en Pov'ell Drive ill be the vonuo for an, 

onon day to celobr tu ~ustra.lia J.Jcy . 

Usuul boaro o1' o ; eninr or the Uuseuo r o :- ,uok- en<ls , Publ ic Fol1dcys 

and School Vuo1tions : ~ p .m.-5 n . m •• S obool vioitb by arranGement . 
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Early records of farm 
organisation given 
to Wagga society 

last month 
primary producers 
throughout the 
State, took an im
portant step 
towards greater 
unity with the 
amalgamation of 
the United 
Farmers and 
Woolgrowers As
sociation and the 
G raziers As
sociation into the 
livestock and 
Grain Producers 
Association. 

Prior to the inaugural 
meeting of the W agga 
sub-branch of the new 
organisation, the 
UFW A held a short 
meeting to wind up its 
affairs. 

President, Mr. L. 

president of the Wagga 
and District Historical 
Society. The society 
WIShes to record 1ts ap 
preciation of this 
gesture and asks other 
organisations who have 
ea rly r ecords, 
photographs etc. for 
which they have no 
further use, to pass 
them on to the society's 
archives where they will 
be preserved and 
become a valuable con
tribution to the history 
of the district. 

Some interesting in
formation is found in 
the UFW A records:· 

was on of the cham
pions of the selectors. 
He was an outstanding 
advocate for land law 
reform, then, and for 
the ensuing 40 years. 
He entered State Parlia
ment in 1885, as the 
member for Murrum
bidgee. He represented 
Wagga from 1894 until 
1904 and then entered 
the Legislative Council 
where he remained until 
his death in 1922. 

The Organisation of 
Selectors had many 
teething problems and 
was destined to last 
only three years, but 
was s ucceeded by 
others of its kind. The 
first president of the 
Farmers and Settlers' 
Association was Gun
ning Francis Plunkett of 
Yerong Creek. {1893-
1902). Joint Secretaries 
were M. M. Ryan, 

Mundawaddera and J. 
T. Williamson, Wagga. 

The earliest minute 
book of the local 
branch , dates from 
January 19, 1934. the 
cash book, however, 
commences on March 
26, 1904. It reveals the 
following: 

The annual subscrip
tion was 5 shillings, but, 
for ladies, it was one 
shilling and sixpence. 
Whether or not t he 
ladies obJeCted to the 
"high" fee, is not known 
but it was reduced in 
1909 to s ixpence . 
Perhaps the farmers 
were seeking to en
courage the presence of 
the lad ies at the 
meetings! Tickets for a 
social evening cost one 
shilling and sixpence. 

The sta mp and 
stationery account 
amounted to 9 shillings 

e James Gormly of 
Wagga. 

and two pence. 
Meetings were held in 
The School of Arts, a 
popular meeting place 
in those days. 

E. Crouch was 
secretary in 1904 and at 
least until 1910. It is dif
ficult to determine from 
the cash book who was 
president, but it is likely 
that G. Linden held that 
position. His name 
appears as having been 
granted expenses along 
with E. Crouch, for 
attendance at various 
conferences. The first 
auditor, although the 
signature is not clear, 
appears to have been 
George Mitchell. He 
was still auditing the 
books in 1926. 

After almost 70 
years of existance in 

. Wa~ga, the Farmers 

e Gunning Francis 
Plunkett of Yerong 
Creek. 

and Settlers Association 
ceased to exist as such. 

In 1962, the then 
secretary-treasurer, Mr. 
W. W. Vonarx, 
recorded in the minute 
book that the most 
significant event in the 
history of the branch 
was the transfer of the 
Farmers and Settlers' 
affairs and its financial 
assets to the newly 
formed United Farmers 
and Woolgrower s 
Association. The latest 
fusing of two important 
grower organisations 
should ensure a greater 
voice in the shaping of 
the destiny of primary 
producers in the future. 

The Wagga and 
District Historical 
Society's annual fete, 
which this year, marks 

e H . J. C rowe of 
Coolac , an ear l y 
treasurer of the F. & S. 
A. 

the eleventh anniver
sary of the opening of 
its Museum on Willans 
HiU wiU be held at the 
Museum on Saturday, 
April 22. 

Interesting speakers 
have been invited to the 
society's general 
meetings which arc held 
on the third Monday of 
the month. 

At the April meeting, 
Mr. Frank BlackweU of 
Junee will tell of his 
experiences while he 
was a guard on the 
railway for many years. 

The Society con
gratulates Juncc on 
reaching it's one hun
dredth milestone. 

The March meeting 
will be replaced by the 
annual dinner which 
will be held at the 
Riverina Club tonight. Long, handed over the 

books of the association 
to Mrs. Sylvia Walsh, a 
trustee and vice-

In 1875 one of the 
earliest farmer 
organisations in the 
Riverina and in New 
South Wale s wa s 
formed, mainly through 
the efforts of James 
Gormly who was un
animously chosen to be 
its first president. James 
Gormly, a prominent 
public figure in Wagga, HISTORICAL NOTES COMPILED BY 'BIDGEE WHALER 
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This photo was 
given to the 
Wagga and 
Dist rict Historical 
Socie t y by M r. 
Lyons of Kincaid 
Street. The only 
det ails available 
are that George 
D a nby Esq . is 
sta nd ing beside 
the c h a m pion 
fou r-in-hand of the 
A del a i de s how. 
T h e d ri ver i s 
George Monk Esq. 
Can anyone offer 
any further infor
mation? If so 
ple a s e pho n e 

226178. 

Know 
IRJ 

mora? 

useum obsenes 
The Wagga and Distri ct 

Historial Society will celebrate the 
museum's eleventh birthday on 
Saturday, April 22, at 1 .30 p.m. 

Attractions will include demonstrations of 
leather work, candle-making, enamelling and spin
ning. The Columbian printing press on which the 
··Advertiser" was first printed in 1868, will be in 
operation. 

Between 2 and 2.30 p.m. Mr. Dick Smith will 
demonstrate sheep shearing. 

birthday 
Special arrangements may be made for visits of 

school and college groups during the year. 
It is Important that the history of the distnct be 

kept alive. This is the aim of the society and indeed, 
the reason for its existence. Support is urgently 
needed. 

By "BIDGEE WHA LER" M eeting tonight 
A merry go-round will be there for the children. At the next general meeting the guest speaker 

There will be many other attractions, including a will be Mr. Frank Blackwell, of Junee, who, before 
trading table and a trash and treasure stall. his retirement, was a guard with the Railway Depart-

New acquisitions donated by the Riverina ment. Mr. Blackwell is a most entertaining speaker. 
College of Advanced Education, will be on display. The meeting will be held at 8 p.m. tonight at 

They include a 1904 ClifT and Bunting (two bag) r-~10•2-P .. et"""e•r ""'S•tr.e,.;.et;.. ~~!!!"llllll!'l~!!"''!!!!~~~~--j 
chaff-cutter. clover rollers and a tractor. 

Volunteers needed 
The Society seeks help in statling the museum. 

If more assistance was available the museum could 
be open each day, thus resulting in increased 
revenue. 

At present many visitors to the city are dis
appointed when they find the museum closed on 
weekdays. During the school vacation it will be 
open each afternoon except Friday, from 2-5 p.m., as 
well as at weekends. 
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By BIDGEE WHALER 
At the next general meeting of 

the Wagga Wagga and District 
Historical Society the speaker will 
be Mr. W. Ellis, the Town Clerk. 
Mr. Ellis, who is a life-member of 
the Society. will speak about 
Wagga's sister cities, leavenworth, 

c------=================--- -==:::==---1 Kansas, USA and Nordlingen, West 
Germany. both of which he has 
visited, the most recent visit being 
in 197.,, 

At the annual meeting 
held recently, the following 
office bearers were elected 
for the coming year: presi· 
dent, Mr. Arthur Nixon; 
vice presidents, Mr. K. 
Swan and Mrs. Sylvia 
Walsh; secretary, Mr. R. 
Palmer; treasurer, Mr. M. 
Starr; committee members, 
Mi s s P. de Jersey , 
Mesdames C. Carlin, M. 
Geaghan, V. Swan, Messrs 
M. Gissing, R. Pearse and 
C. Carlin. 

Mr. Kevin Geaghan 
who served on the com
mittee for many years, 
during which time, he held 
the position of president 
and vice president, did not 
seek re-election. 

The society records its 
a ppreciation of the 
valuable service given by 
him in the past. 

Members will be making 
an excursion to Tubbo Sta
tion on Saturday, October 
14. 

Another excursion is 
planned for November, 
this time to Tallangatta. 

The society extends 
sympathy to the family of 
member , Mr. A . G . 
Morriss, who passed away 
last week, also to the fami
ly of the late R. Harris. 
The latter supported the 
society in its efforts to 
preserve the history of the 
city and district. 

The conference of 
Ri verina Hi s tori ca l 
Societies which was to 

have been held on October 
28 at the Riverina College 
of Advanced Education, 
has been postponed and 
will now be held in March 
1979. The October date 
coincided with important 
events in the area and with 
gatherings of a historical 
nature elsewhere. 

~,..., 

~ 

;~ 
I 

Information is sought 
regarding "MENNEKE 
BULLOCK BELLS," 
made as early as the 
1870's by Mr. Mennek.e of 
North Wagga. Would any 
person having anything to 
offer on the subject, please 
phone the writer on 
2261 78, preferably early 
morning or early evening 
or write to Box 80 South 
Wagga. 

The venue of the next 
general meetina is the 
Education Centre, 102 
Peter Street on Monday, 
October 16 at 8 p.m. 
Visitors are welcome. 
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Australia historian 
to speak in Wagga • 

IS 
By "BIOGEE WHALER'' 

for the annual dinner, to be held at the Riverine Club on 
Wagga and District Historical Society has invited an interesting 

Saturday, March 
speaker, Mr. w H31, the 

• ender. son. 
A fifth generation 

Australian, Mr. 
Henderson i , at the 
age of 47. Director of 
Hendersons · Federal 
Spring Works in 
Melbourne, which 
employs 2000 people. 

When. as a child. he 
heard from his grand· 
father. tales of the gold· 
ru:.h days. his interest was 
aroused and now he has to 
his credit seven books 
deal1ng With vanous 
aspects of Australian life. Problems of Writing 

They inc 1 u de Australian H1story." 
''Australian Homes"", + + + 
'"Transport"", ··Poh~e in Th1s month, Directors 
Australia"", "' Pioneer of Draper Film Produc
Home-lifc". "Sport and ~ion!> will be making a fi~m 
Entertainment"', and m Wagga and have 10-

'"Pioneer Workers". • eluded the Society's 
All of these books are Museum in the program. 

read extcn~ivcly in schools 
m Australia and England. 
together with seven atlases 
"'hich he has produced. 

The subject he has 
cho~n for his talk is "The 

y at the heart of Kings 

ge and Opera Ho4R. 
beaches. 
ve 1n old-fashioned 

+ + + 
Because of the interest 

sh~1wn in previous visits to 
"Myall", the property of 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Browne. 
the Society has arranged a 
one day excursion for 
Saturday. March 17. 

Departure point for the 
coach will be the main 
gate. South Campus of the 
Riverina College of Ad-
vanced Education. 

A barbecue lunch will 
be provided. 

+ + + 
The death recently of 

Mr. Reg Purtell, in his 
90th year, removed a 
1.:uloFful char:lcter from 
our midst. 

A familiar fi&urc at the 
Saleyards. -he ltnew many 
people. panicular.ty in the 
pastoral«1\d associated in· 
d13str.ies, anCI made many 
rricnds duriq tns fifty two 
years as an auctiQ.necr. 

Many of the ~boys" at 
the ynrd!i (a~ he called 
lhcm 1 " h :\ 

~uccessrul m later years, 
gave credit to the training 
and advice received from 
hun. 

The Purtell family were 
among the early settlers on 
the --Ten Mile Creek", at 
Germanton (now 
Holbrook). 

Born at Germanton, 
Re£, came with his parents 
and family to Wagga 
where his father, William 
Purtell began business as 
un agent in 1904, near the 
former Australian Hotel. 

Reg worked for a while 
wuh h1s father and ob· 
taincd his auctioneer's 
licence at the age of 17 
years. 

lie joined the firm or 
Mcurant and Blake, which 
later became Meurant, 
Blake. Watts. Clark and is 
now the Australian Mer
cantile Land and Finance 
Company. 

He retired from active 
work 10 195 9 but Still 
rctail1cd his interest as an 
outside man. acting in an 

advis ory capacity for 
buyers and sellers. 

The Society extends 
-.yrnpathy to Mrs. Purtell 
a Society member, and 1~ 
her family. 

t- + + 
The Society wishes to 

record 11:. regret at the loss 
since the last meeting, of 
Mrs. Kath Higgins, and 
offers sympathy to her 
fam1ly . 

Mrs. Higgins was a 
staunch member of the 
Society and was always 
ready to help whether it be 
by way of the pen or in 
other ways at fund-raising 
functions. 

The warmth of her 
friendliness was ap
preciated as were her 
many kindnesses. 

Thi:. writer has happy 
memories of times served 
together in the WANS 
(Women's Australian 
National Service), in 
Wagga dunng the Second 
World War_ 

Cost•as 
cloulllecl 

CANBERRA - The cast of industrial 
disputes to Australia in November was almost 
double tha t for the same month a year ago, 
according to figures released yesterday· 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) ~po~ 
lhat in November there were 170,700 working ~Y58 es 
throush industrial disputes, and $6,184,000 10 w g 
was lost. 88 900 days 

In November 1977 the figures were • 
and $3,253.000 in wages lost. 'ndustrially 

However. it was one of the least 1 

troubled months since early in the ~ear. 'butors to 
Accordins to the ADS, the mam cootn d'wutes 

the November 1978 figures were metal trade; ~cry 
in Ne)Y South Wal~ and meet industrY an 
di. utcs in Western Aulltralla. 

-+ + + 
Society a 1 A . C IYIU~I 

pnl will mclude tht • 
nual b111hda} rett at It 
Museum on April 21 II 
an excursion 00 Apra ~ 
and 29 to Tallangatu. 

At the fim &llltnl 
mcctmg for tht }tv 

Members' Night'~ 
planned. 

Members a~ askch 
take an item or hlsiord 
mtcrest and to g11-e a tq 
cxplanallon of 1u 
~1gnilicance. 

Venue of the mmqa 
the Educauon Centrt.JGl 
Peter Street at 8 p.m • 
Monda)'. February 19. 

Th1s is a good OWJ 
tunity for new mcmllll 
who have not pmW! 
attended a mecllns, 10, 
along and meet otl!l 
members. 

Visitors are~~~· 
" hy not take a frictd 

GRANT FOR 
SCHOOL AT 
ARDLETHAN 

The tt~cral r~:: 
for Educauon. tJ c-
has announced •tO tf 
monwcalth . ~nt Jt !\ 
grade f~clhtle;cbool 
Josephs 
Ardlethan. 

. ~ su.rt' 
The grant IS or b 

or 7'}% ( whiche1-a ~ 
f the l'O 

lcs)c~l 0 , ne~· 
buildmg t~O refu 
blod.:.~ un HieS II 
c.xi~ung facti 
school. 

for Huil!C
MclllbCf p¢1 

annou 
Lu~hcr. rJaY· 
gr;~nt yc~tc 
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Wanted: Someone 
to restore horse 
drawn vehicle 

By "BIDGEE WHALER" 
The Wagga and District Historical Society would like to hear 

from any person with time to spare~ who would be willing to assist in 
the restoration of horse-drawn vehicles at the Museum. 

There are several such items of historic value deteriorating for the want of 
attention. 

The Secretary may be contacted by phoning 212770. 
Saturday, March 17 is 

the day set down for an 
excursion by bus to 
.. Myall," Urangdine." 

Members are asked to 
finalise with the treasurer 
by March 19 reservations 
for the annual dinner to be 
held at the Riverine Club 
on Saturday, March 31. 

The dinner wiU replace 
t he March monthly 
meeting. 

Guest speaker wifl be 
Mr. W. Henderson, a 
Melbourne historian who 
has several books of 
Australian history to his 
credit. 

+ + + 
A working bee will be 

held at the Museum on 
April 7 to prepare for the 
12th Birthday fete. 

Members hope that the 
fete, to be held on Satur
day, April 21 will be well 
supported as it is the main 
fund raising effort for the 
)ear. 

Many demonstrations 
are planned. including 
crafts. sheep-shearing and 
wolfram crushing. 

Home-made cakes and 
garden plants will be 
ava1lable. 

+ + + 
Mention in an earlier ar

ticle of the Purtell family 
of "Ten Mile Creek'' Sta
tion near Holbrook or 

Germanton. as it was then 
- known. has brought forth 

a query as to how the 
property got its name. 

I t was so named 
because when Mr. Purtell 
took it ur he fixed his 
headquarters and later 
built his home ten miles 
from the stock yard on 
"Yarra Yarra.'' formerly 
known as "The 
Billabong,'' the property 
which Reverend Father 
Therry occupied in 1836. 

' ' Ten Mile Creek •· 
originally embraced an 
area in excess of I 8,000 
hectares and included the 
land from which the 
Bowler property " Annan
dale.. was formed. also 
"Mountain Creek.'' 

The latter was used by 
Mr. Purtell as an outsta 
tion. 

John Purtell once said 
that when he first took up 
"Ten Mile Creek'' in 1837 
he and the Aborigines 

were the only people to be 
seen in the area. 

His wife recalled in later 
years that. on one occa
sion when alone at the 
homestead. she was 
terrorised by bushrangers. 

On seeing them ap
proaching in Lhe distance 
she secured the family 
money in the folds of her 
voluminous skirt. 

GEl strike 
SYDNEY. - A meeting 

of 76 NSW Grain Elevator 
Board employees yester
day rejected a recommen
dation of Mr. Justice Wat· 
son, of the State Industrial 
Comm1ssion to end a live
day c;t rik e "hich has 
halted NSW grain exports. 

The stnkc. wh1ch began 
on Monday, ha~ held up 
the cargo ship Shun Oh, 
which had half loudcd an 
18.500 tonne consignment 
of oab to Japan . 
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Durin the celebrations of the Contenary ol c 1 " ovcJ.'V on~ in I 9?0 , 

11 ri e s made to ~h Best romily o ."'etery to,honou ... tbo ior..eo1•n . 

The vooiety weloomeu tho noennca~~ocmont of a srant from tue lew 

South ales Government of I?OOO i'or t be restoration or exhibit s • 

.'embers are busy Pl' uriJ for tho Annu 1 Birthday rete t o be held a t 

Tho usc~, od n Powell DriVQ on Saturday 2I r 11 t .1.. . 30 p . m •• 

Many a t t :raotions a1·e p l anned fol' this, the main fund- raisi np effort o1' the 

y ea1· . Aft L~oon t ea will bo served , home- LU:t· ~ oaken 1 i l o available as ell 

as o h r ooCJ.~ , lnclucH n ; gardan plants . Th~re ~11 ·> n ar t sbo , tt·ash 

an tic sure r.tall , tler.1on.atroti ono of ')ot ~ ..... ·:t .. ..n ~ .. ' 0 r• , 

sphu:dn ud .. e v1 , oandJ c - l i n , l.!oiJtlJ.y , nr1ntin · , shetl ,_~ .;n•1 n • u.nd 

olfr m orushin • 

~em hers of the Society oj'fe, syz:ml4 t y to llra Pam To 1 r 1 n tl • J.o!ls , 
•v 

l ast \"JOCk of he, . hU::h)...l.C.d . inoo jolni G the ~ OJiety in th1'3 1 st r ve1r::1 , 

1us 't'ay-lo~ l.1 s beon 1ory dedicdt~· an ooli ine workor . 

e u~ o h Jl~.tl,r oet ill" ill beth .. •cucation C .. !ltre, !02 tel' 

Stl- t - t a. . .• I.:ond y .... 3 A .ril . ·mv not O~il nl on "-ln l hoar DOltGth i 1 -.r 

our e rly s~ttlera . Visitors are ¥e~ welo~mo . 
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On Tuesday 29 May , an excellent O)portunity will be ?rovided for 

~eople to hear something of us tralia's early history and of our first 

s ettlers , the Aborigines . 

The Wa gga .. agsa and District His tor ical Soc iety and t he Institute of 

Riverina Studies are su~po~tins the Convocation of the Australian National 

Unive r sity in the pres ent a tion of one of tbe Convocation lectures for I 979 . 

The t alk f orms part or a s eries of lectures instigated by the Australian 

Nat ional University with the assistance and support of the Australian 

Institute of Abor iginal Studies . 

The SJeaker will b~ Dr Rhys Jones, Senior Fel low in Pre-history i n 

t he above Univer s ity . Dr Jones: one of tb e most prominent young exper ts on 

Australian Archaeology, is g~ving the rg79 series of l ectures in centres 

throuGhout Austral ia . 

Titl e of the talk is "An Em_p'\.y Landscape and the P'il"s t Peo l e" . I t deals 

with Austral ia as it wa~ 25 ,000 to 50?000 years ago when the orieinal 

inhabitants began to arrive , e%plore and settle t he Con tinent. 

Venue of t he meet~ng is t he Education Centre, I02 ?et er Street at 8- I5 p.m • • 

All ~ho arc interested are invited to attend . 

Following the success of previous excursions the Historical Society 

has p lanned three more for the year , when pl aces of historical int erest in 

t he Ri verina will be visited . 

J ooiety vice- president, Mrs Sylvia walsh addressed t ho ~ay m~ tin~ of 

t he austral ian Catholic Histo.ioal Society in Sydney recently. ~es1des 

Society member s and histo rians there were pre~ent also members or t he 

Dwyer fami l ies and f ormer residents or ~aaga . Subject or the talk was the 
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CHURCH HISTORY 
Guest speaker at the next meeting 

of the Wagga and District Historical 
Society will be Rev. Archdeacon K. A. 
Osborne who has bean Rector of Saint 
John's Church of England since 1962. 

His talk on Saint John's 
Church in Wagga is titled 
"The Way An Eagle 
Flew." 

This is the first in a 
series of talks on local 
church history, to be 
presented by the society 
this year. 

The foundation stone of 
Saint John's Church was 
laid in June, 1859, by 
Police Magistrate, Henry 
Baylis who gave his name 
to the town's main street. 

It was completed for 
services in October, 1860, 
and consecrated by the 
Anglican Bi shop of 
Sydney in September the 
following year. 

The meeting will be held 
at the Education Centre, 
102 Peter Street on Mon
day, July 16 at 8 p.m. 

Visitors are welcome. 
The society cordially in
vites members of the 
AngLican community to be 
present. 

Plans have been 
finalised for the Regional 
Conference of Historical 
Societies to be held this 
weekend. Delegates will at
tend from Societies 
throughout the Riverina 
and beyond. 

The socie ty con
gratulates its president, 
Mr. Arthur Nixon, on 
being named Citizen of the 
Month. by Central Wagga 
Apex Club. 

What promises to be an 
interesting excursion has 
been arranged for August 
18 and 19 when members 
and their friends will visit 

Concern 
at dog 
baiting 

Wagge Pollee heve 
werned people to take 
extra cere following a 
apete of dog polaonlnga 
over the weekend. 

Three dogs were 
reported poisoned in the 
Chaston Street area. All 
were household pets 

Police, investigating the 
method and type of poison 
used. advised parents to 
keep a close watch on their 
children. 

places of histoncal interest 
in the Hay district. 

A working bee will be 
held at the Museum on 
Satu rday, August I I . 
Many willing helpers are 
needed. 

Mention in the Daily 
Advertiser" recently of the 
origin of some suburban 
names, brought back 
many memories. 

When James Bolger 
retired to Sydney from his 
property, "Toronto" at 
Tootool, he purchased the 
property, Mount Austin, 
for his youngest son, 
Chris, who was unmarried 
and lived alone on the 
property. 

It was a sad Christmas 
for the Bolger family when 
their so n was found 
murdered, his body having 
been placed in an un
derground tank. 

He was buried from 
Saint Michael's Cathedral 
on December 31, 1935. 

The writer recalls 
seeing, on that fateful 
weekend, the smart sports 
car which Chris owned, 
being driven through 
Mount Austin gate by 
some young people and 
remembers remarking that 
it was unusual to see 
someone other than Chris 
driving his car. 

He was not in the habit 
of lending it to anyone. 

At that time the tragedy 
had not been discovered. 

Mount Austin was 
situated on the eastern side 
of Albury Road (since 
named Bourke Street), and 
bounded on the north by 
Fernleigh Road. 

Following the tragedy 
the house was unoccupied 
for some time and later on 
the name was changed to 
" Mirabooka." 

The homestead portion 
was sold to the Housing 
Commission for develop
ment. "Mirabooka" is now 
hemmed in by modern 
homes. 

Ironically, the Mount 
Austin Primary School 
was built, not on Mount 
Austin, but on the opposite 
property, "Mount 
Pleasant .. 

By "BIDGEE WHALER" 

aOOOVNITS 
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HISTORICAL NOTES 

Edgar Beale to 
address meeting 

By "BIDGEE WHALER" 

To continue the theme on Charles 
Sturt in the sesqui centenary year of his 
expedition in this area, the Wagga and 
District Historical Society has invited 
Mr. Edgar Beale to address its next 
meeting. 

Mr . Beale, of 
Wollongong, is a lawyer 
and his recreation, history, 
has proved of great value 
in the field of Australian 
history. 

He has written a series 
of critical essays on Sturt 
to be publish ed in 
November. 

Earlier this year, he ad
dressed the Royal 
Australian Hi storical 
Society on "The Legend 
and Reality of Sturt'', a 
very revealing subject. 

He hopes to write a 
biography of Sturt. 

He has to his credit 
other such books, in
c luding one on the 
explore r , Edmund 
Kennedy of Cape York. 

In recognition of his 
valuable writings on 
Australian history, the 
University of Wollon-gong 
has awarded him an 
honorary degree of D.Litt. 

The meeting will be held 
on Monday at 8 p.m. at 
the Education Centre, 102 
Peter Street. 

Society members will 
take an excursion to the 
Hay district this weekend. 

There are a few coach 
seats available for non
members. Phone 212770 
or 214502. 

The workshop con
ducted recently at the 
Museum, by staff and ad
vanced students from the 
Post-Graduate Masters 
Course in Conservation of 
Works of Art and Ar
tifacts at the Canberra 
College of Advanced 
Education, was voted an 
unqualified success by the 
30 participants who 
attended from Yass, 
Hard e n , Tem ora , 
Lockhart, Junee, Jindera, 
Canberra a nd Wagga. 

It was resolved to hold a 
workshop on similar lines 
in August, 1980, to deal 
with the conservation of 
paper and photographs. 

Recent acquisitions in
clude two telephone call 
boxes, one of which (the 
half-door type), was the 
last of its kind in use in 
Wagga. 

They were donated by 
Telecom. 

Mr. Col Tokley has 
given a wool-branding 
stencil found on his 
residental block which was 
formerly Vincent property. 

It read s: "E.J.V. 
Vincedale". 

This brings to mind ear
ly settlers of the Lake 
Albert area, the Vincent 
family formerly of "Mit
tagong" Station in the 
Yerong Creek district. 

Mrs. Vincent gave the 
land for the Methodist 
Church which was built on 
the north-eastern corner of 
Johnston and Fitzmaurice 
Streets in 1877. The gift 
of land to the church in
cluded the portions where 
the Commercial Bank of 
Sydney and the Post Of
fice now stands. 

The Commonwealth 
Bank is now situated on 
the former church site. 

A grant of $350 from 
the Roy·at Australian 
Historical Society to assist 
with the printing of Jour
nals No. 4 and 5, is most 
welcome. 

It was the intention of 
the society to publish a 
journal annually. 

Material is in hand but 
publication ceased with 
No. 3 Journal in 1970, due 
to lack of finance. 

The WEA Organisation 
which, in past years, has 
provided a variety of 
evening classes for adults, 
has now ceased its ac
tivities. 

In the disbursement of 
its funds, an amount of 
$300 has been given to the 
society in recognition of its 
past and continuing con
tribution to education. 
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... continued on next page, including photo of the first St Michael's Church ... 

St. ichael's 
a·sopened 
in 18&9 

By 11 81DGEE WHALER " 
The . third in a series of talks on 

churches will be given at the next 
meeting of the Wagga Wagga and 
District Historical Society, to be held at 
the Education Centre, 1 02 Peter Street 
on Mo.nday, October 22 at 8 p.m. 

Mrs. Sylvia Walsh, a vice-president of the Society, will 
speak on the establishment of the Catholic Church in Wagga 
Waqga ( 1858), under the title " In a Bend of the Murrumbidgee." 

The foundation of 
the ftrst Saint Michael's 
Church was laid in 
1858 and the Church 
opened on December 4, 
1859. 

It was situated on 
the eastern side o f 
Church Street on land 
originally set aside for 
Church of England pur
poses. 

The first Catholic 
School, which operated 
under the 
Denominational School 
Board, was established 
in the Church in 1860. 

The Church was 
demolished in 1965. 

All interested in the 
subject are welcome to 
attend the meeting. 

At the annual 
meeting held recently, 
the following office
bearers were elected for 
the coming year : 
President , Mr . A . 
Nixon; Vice-Presidents, 
Messrs K. Swan, M. 
Gissing and Mrs. S. 
Walsh; Hon. Secretary, 
Mr. R. Palmer; Hon. 
Treasurer , Mr. M. 
Starr; Committee 

members, Miss P. De 
Jersey, MesdamesN . 
Carlin, V. Swan, P. 
Taylor and Mr. C. 
Carlin. 

The President 
r e p o r ted on a 
successful year in all 
areas of activity. 

The highlight of the 
year being the number 
of interesting excur
sions which members 
made to place of 

historical interest in the 
Riverina and beyond. 

On November 10 the 
final excursion for the 
year will take place. 

To celebrate the 
Sturt - Sesqui - Cen
tenary, members and 
their frie nds will 
"follow in the footsteps 
of Sturt," from Gun
dagai · to Wan 
tabadgery, Malebo and 
Deepwater. 

Plans are in hand for 
publication of the 
Society's No. 4 Journal 
which will be available 
next year. 

A hand - woven 
tapestry donated to the 
museum by Miss Sheila 
Jackson, came from an 
Anglican Convent in 
Sussex, England, where 
Miss Jackson's sister is 
Mother Superior. 

Picture shows the first 
Sai n t Michael's 
Catho l ic Churc h, 
opened in 1859 by Rev 
Father Michael 
McA iroy . It was 

demolished in 1965. 
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